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Commercial Drive
Community Survey

On March 7,2008, the GWCPC and SFU's Institute for Urban Research Studies
released the results of an extensive community survey on crime, safety and quality
of life issues in the Commercial Drive neighbourhood. During the summer of 2007,
725 people in our community, including panhandlers, business owners, residents,
street vendors, clients of Mosaic and the Kettle and others answered 30 questions
about positive and negative aspects of the Drive. This survey repeated one done in
1997 and respondents’ opinions remained virtually unchanged on all questions.

A full 79% of those surveyed enjoyed living in the neighbourhood despite the
fact that 44% of them had experienced property crime. The survey includes
recommendations for solutions to a wide variety of issues related to street disorder
and quality of life. Respondents identified the Broadway and Commercial transit
hub as the site of the greatest perception of crime.

To find solutions to respondents’ concerns, the GWCPC and ICURS convened a
meeting with representatives from the City of Vancouver, VPD, the Ministry of the
Solicitor General, GVTAPS, Vancouver Coastal Health, and the Ministry of
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Employment and Income Assistance. We have received the
assurance that all these groups will work with the GWCPC to find

solutions to community concerns.

In the coming months our volunteers will be actively working on
solutions including more community foot and bike patrols, replacing
graffiti with murals, working with the BIA's Adopt a Block program
and developing other strategies that will be reported on in future
newsletters.

The survey is available online at www.sfu.ca/ICURS under
the Publications heading. Bound copies are also available
for reference at the Britannia Library and the GWCPC, 1977

Commercial Drive.

Benefits of Speed Watch

Jordan Mah, Volunteer GWCPC

Speed Watch is a fun and exciting program that the
Grandview-Woodland Community Policing Center offers
and it is available for all volunteers to participate in. The
Speed Watch program is sponsored by the Insurance
Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) and its goal is
to educate drivers on the actual speeds they are sup-
posed to be traveling in

The Speed Watch program has given me the opportunity
to make a difference in the Grandview-Woodland com-
munity and | am encouraging others to do the same. If
this sounds like something you are interested in doing,
feel free and drop by our ofyce located on 1977 Com-
mercial Drive to get more informa-
tion. You can also contact our co-

a designated area. Two
areas that Speed Watch
volunteers target are
school and park zones
because the speed limit
in these areas are usu-
ally reduced. However,
it is also not uncommon
to see speed watch vol-
unteers situated on the
main streets within the
Grandview-Woodland
area such as Nanaimo
Street and Clarke Drive.

Participating in the Speed Watch program has many
beneyts and one of the most important is the satis-
faction volunteers get from making a difference in the
community. On any Speed Watch shift, volunteers may
have the opportunity to interact with people living within
the Grandview-Woodland area and explain to them why
they are here and what they are trying to accomplish.

ordinator of volunteers Faith Greer
by telephone at 604-717-2932 or
e-mail at britcpo@shaw.ca.




BIKE PATROL — MORE THAN JUST EXERCISE

Neven Dusevic

The Bike Patrol program at the GWCPC provides
a unique opportunity for those volunteers who
want to use their cycling skills for the beneyt of
the community. Due to the inherent nature of the
mobility provided by riding a bike, Bike Patrol
members are able to patrol the entire Grandview-
Woodland area during a single shift. This
provides a unique opportunity to gain an intimate
knowledge of areas in the neighborhood that are
difycult to reach on a regular basis on foot. It also
provides a valuable opportunity to interact with a
wide spectrum of local residents. The bikes are
a natural ice breaker when being approached by
parents and kids in a park, business owners, or
homeless individuals.

The Bike Patrol is sponsored by ICBC and the City
of Vancouver. During a regular patrol its members
can expect to distribute crime prevention notices,
check for stolen vehicles, and report suspected
grow-ops. This is all performed in the context
of a friendly team environment which balances
community service with cycling. The program is
open to all volunteers who have demonstrated
a high level of commitment to the CPC in the
past. If you have an interest in cycling and enjoy
volunteering at the CPC, this may be the perfect
program for you! The CPC provides the bikes
and the cycling gear, as well as ensuring the
necessary training by sponsoring new members to
obtain their CanBike-1 Certiycation. This ensures
that you will be able to cycle in conydence and
safety. If this sounds like a program that you
would be interested in, then contact Faith Greer,
the GWCPC’'s Volunteer Coordinator, at 604-
717-2932 or drop by the ofyce located at 1977
Commercial Drive.

Community Notes

The Vancouver Police have brought back beat cops to
the Drive. Teams of two will patrol Commercial Drive
on foot twenty-one hours a day, seven days a week.
Volunteers from the Grandview Woodland CPC will co-
ordinate their efforts when out on foot and bike patrol.
It's believed the attention on the street level will have
a noticeable improvement on the sense of safety and
well being of the community.

Starting in mid June Fusion security ofycers will patrol
the Drive working with businesses and assisting tourist,
helping to keep the Drive a safe and proytable area.
Working in collaboration with the BIA and the CPC,
Fusion will train their staff to be Drive Friendly! Michelle
Barile, Executive Director of the BIA and the Safety and
Security Committee, was instrumental in setting up this
innovative new security patrol!



VPD & CPC Petition Campaign B

By Kristine S.

As you may be aware, there is a petition being circulated by the VPD. This is
in regards to a request of the Federal Government to cover the costs of ship-
ping offenders who have been charged with crimes in other provinces and
ped prosecution to hide out in BC, to be sent back to those original provinces.
Right now, either the BC taxpayers would pay the bill or, these criminals con-
tinue to live in our neighbourhoods committing crimes.

On April 3, Neda, Debbie and myself, volunteers of the Grandview-Woodland
CPC converged on GM Place in hopes of getting support from the Canucks
crowd at in attendance of one of the last games of the 2007-2008 season.
And did we ever — 337 signatures! Not bad for two and a half hours worth of
work.

All the signatures have been collected, and with some friendly competition
among the Vancouver Community Policing Centres, a total close to 4000. The
documents were presented at the end of May to Chief Jim Chu, who will in
turn send the petition to federal Minister of Public Safety, Hon. Stockwell Day
requesting that he read this in Parliement in Ottawa for more permanent fund-
ing and support.

which help increase community safety, as well
as bring the community together through out-
reach initiatives and events. Volunteer positions
include Foot and Bike Patrol, Front Line Ofyce
Work, Community Outreach events and more!

We Want You To Get
Involved!

Contact the Grandview-Woodland CPC by
calling (604)717-2932 OR on the web at www.
gwcpc.ca.

The Grandview-Woodland Community Policing
Centre is funded by:

The City of Vancouver

Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

Thanks to Kaban for their donation of our -::E':ES' Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
e i icy

security system and monitoring!
. Insurance Corporation of BC (ICBC)
Uprising Breads Bakery, 1697 Venables

Thanks to Uprising for all the yummy Recycle your old cell phones! Drop them
cookies they donate to our volunteers!” WM off at our ofyce!



